
  
 

 

 
RESEARCH AND INNOVATION DAY 2016 PROGRAM DETAILS 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
8:00-8:45         REGISTRATION/BREAKFAST/POSTER VIEWING 

 
8:45-9:00         OPENING REMARKS 

Kathryn Nichol, Senior Director, Academic Affairs, Research and Innovation, 
Collaborative Academic Practice, University Health Network 
 

9:00-10:00 
 
 
 
 
10:00-10:15 
 
 
 
 
10:15-10:30       

KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
Why is an Evidence-Based Guy Like Me Telling Patient Stories? 
Featured speaker:  Andreas Laupacis, Executive Director, Li Ka Shing Knowledge Institute,   
St. Michael's Hospital  
 
“Patient Voice”:  How is the Concept of “the Patient Voice” Used in Patient Engagement 
Programs in Health Services Organization.    Paula Rowland, Sarah McMillan, Joy Richards 
Featured speaker:  Paula Rowland, Research Scientist, Academic Affairs, Research and 
Innovation, University Health Network 
 
Interprofessional Care: Patients’ Stories and Metaphors of Experience 
Featured speaker:  Kateryna Aksenchuk, Nursing, General Medicine, Toronto Western 
Hospital 
 

10:30-10:45     BREAK/POSTER VIEWING 
 

10:45-11:00 
 
 
 
 
11:00-11:15 
 
 
 
 

The Development of a Return to Work Planning Template to Facilitate Work Re-
integration after Cancer Treatment.    
Featured speaker:  Leila Amin, Occupational Therapy, Cancer Survivorship Program, 

Princess Margaret Cancer Centre 

 
Benefits and Risks of Joining On-Line Support Groups By Laryngectomees, Family and 
Friends. Louise Pothier, Loredana Cuglietta, Rosemary Martino  
Featured speaker:  Rosemary Martino, Assistant Professor, Department of Speech-
Language Pathology, University of Toronto, Affiliate Scientist, Division of Health Care & 
Outcomes Research, Toronto Western Research Institute 
  



  
 

11:15-11:25    
 
 
 
 
11:25-11:35 
 
 
 
 
11:35-11:45 
 
 
 
 
 
11:45-11:55 
 
 
 
 
11:55-12:05 
 
 
 
 
12:05-12:15 
  

Bariatric Surgery and Pain:  What Do We Know?   Patti Kastanias, Sandra Robinson, 
Arlene Buzon-Tan, Wei Wang,  Karyn Mackenzie, Binghao Zhang 
Featured speaker:  Patti Kastanias, Nurse Practitioner, Collaborative Bariatric Surgery 
Program, Toronto Western Hospital 
 
The Lived Experience of Being Cared for While in the Hallway of an Inpatient Unit. 
Lesley Barrans, Shauna Biernacki, Helen Kelly  
Featured speaker:  Lesley Barrans, Nurse Co-ordinator, Thrombosis Clinic, Toronto 
General Hospital 
 
Neurological Recovery of the Upper Limb After Traumatic Cervical Spinal Cord Injury 
(SCI):  Novel Findings to Inform Benchmarks for Clinical Trials.   Sukhvinder Kalsi-Ryan, 
Dorcas Beaton, Armin Curt, Milos R. Popovic, Mary C. Verrier, Michael G. Fehlings 
Featured speaker:  Sukhvinder Kalsi-Ryan, Scientific Associate,  Spinal Program, Krembil 
Neuroscience  Centre,  Toronto Western Hospital 
 
The Effectiveness of Maintenance Treatment in Preventing Relapse in Eating Disorder. 
Marion Olmsted, Danielle MacDonald, Traci McFarlane, Kathryn Trottier,  Patricia Colton  

Featured speaker:  Marion Olmsted, Director, Eating Disorder Program, Toronto 

General Hospital, Affiliate Scientist, Toronto General Research Institute 
 
Functional and Structural Correlates of Memory in Patients With Mesial Temporal Lobe 
Epilepsy.  Mary Pat McAndrews, Alexander Barnett, Psychology 
Featured speaker:  Mary Pat McAndrews, Director, Neuropsychology Clinic, Krembil 
Neuroscience Program, Senior Scientist, Toronto Western Research Institute  
 
MORNING SESSION REMARKS 
Christopher Paige, Executive Vice President, Science and Research, University Health 
Network 
 

12:15-1:00 
 

LUNCH FOR REGISTERED ATTENDEES and POSTER VIEWING 
Lunch generously sponsored by the Irene Rooney Fund 
 

1:00 – 1:15   
 
 
1:15-1:25    

AFTERNOON SESSION OPENING REMARKS 
A message from Peter Pisters, President and CEO,  University Health Network  
 
VIDEO PRESENTATION highlighting   
Collaborative Academic Practice:  Supporting Research and Innovation  
 

1:30-2:15         PANEL DISCUSSION   Engaging and Partnering with Patients for Research and Innovation   
Moderator: Susan Brown, Senior Director, Strategy Transformation & Patient Experience, 
University Health Network 
Panelists: 

 Heather Gordon, RSW,  TGH Red Blood Cell Disorders Clinic & Co-founder of the Red 
Blood Cell Department Patient Forum 

 Josephine Fosuwaa, Collaborative Leader, Red Blood Cell Department Patient Forum  

 Bryan Parlee, Patient Partner, University Health Network 

 Romeo Cruz, Nurse Coordinator, TGH ENT/Plastics/Head & Neck Inpatient Unit 



  
 

 
 

2:15-2:30  
 
 
 
2:30-3:00        

CLOSING REMARKS and POSTER AWARDS PRESENTATION 
Joy Richards, Vice President, Patient Experience  and Chief Health Professions, University 
Health Network 
 
POSTER VIEWING/NETWORKING 

  



  
 

POSTER PRESENTATIONS 

PRESENTER/INVESTIGATORS POSTER TITLE 

Rena Arshinoff, Andrea Dyrkacz The Lived Experience of Transition From Student to Clinician: Highlights of a Study 
of  Healthcare Professionals Across Seven Allied Health Disciplines at UHN 

Karen Bennett, Andrea Dyrkacz, Rosalie Magtoto, Jennifer 
Morgan, Elizebell Rooplall, Maureen Anderson, Debra 
MacGarvie, Lisa Muc, Angela McGauley, Louise Pothier 

Delivery of Timely and Appropriate Care to all Spinal Cord Injured Patients at 
Toronto Western Hospital 
 

Karen Blekaitis, Elaine Wylie Increasing Capacity and Improving Collaboration:  Designing an Education Program 
for the Dietitians in the Endocrinology to Achieve Competency in Insulin 
Adjustments 

Melanie Cohn, Irene Giannoylis, Maya De Belder,  
Mary Pat McAndrews 

Associative Reinstatement Memory: A ‘Pure’ Measure of Hippocampal Function in 
Parkinson’s Disease 

Karla Dawdy, Linda Cerullo, Janet Madill, Christine Nash, 
Melanie Stanton, Brooke Stewart 

Should KDOQI and Traditional Nutrition Guidelines for Maintenance Hemodialysis 
Be Applied to the Home Hemodialysis Population? 

Margaret De Melo, Elaine Wylie, Anne Murphy,  
Phillip Segal 

A System Redesign to Provide Efficient and Patient-Centred Follow-up Diabetes 
Care Using a Quasi-Experimental, Mixed Method Approach 

Catherine Dirks, Lyndsey De Souza,  
Katie Spreeuw, Patricia Taylor, Carol Heck 

Occupational Therapist Practice in Palliative Oncology in Ontario 

Andrea Dyrkacz, Heather Sloman, Natali Mizdrak, 
Sivajeevithan Balaskantha, Sue Gowans 

Functional Outcome Following Surgical Management of Spinal Metastases  

Carol Fancott, Joanne Kwong, Gaetan Tardif, Paula Rowland, 
Mary-Grace Grossi, Farrah Schwartz, John Flannery 

“Real-time Patient Advisory Groups": Novel Opportunities For Learning and 
Improvement 

Marlene Ferriggi, Amit Thakkar,  Shalini Lobo,  
Sharon Russell, Shelley Wilson, Olga Muir 

Improving Level of Function With Early Mobilization For Patients With Fractures  

Nesanet Girma Working Together to Enhance Patient Care:  An Occupational Therapy and Speech-
Language Pathology Interprofessional Initiative 

Phoebe Lam, Ana Lopez Filici, Claire Middleton,  
Patricia McGillicuddy 

Exploring Multidisciplinary Healthcare Professions’ Perceptions of the Anesthesia 
Assistant Profession in an Acute Care University Affiliated Urban Hospital 

Phoebe Lam Simulation-Based Continuing Education for Anesthesia Assistants:  A Pilot Project 

Tara Lightfoot, Julia Fineczko, Nancy Waters, Tasha Penney Exploring the Meaning of Respect for Individuals Who Struggle With Addictions 

Traci McFarlane, Danielle MacDonald, Michelle Dionne, 
Marion Olmsted 

Preliminary Data on an Intervention to Facilitate Rapid Response to Intensive 
Treatment for Bulimia Nervosa and Purging Disorder 

Richa Puri, Elaine Wylie Diabetes Education in the Stroke of Time:  Advancing Best Practices in Stroke and 
Diabetes Care 

Bansi Rahul Shah, Carol S. Heck, Aliza Weinrib,  
Karen McRrae, Rita Katznelson, Joel Katz, Hance Clarke 

Impact of Acupuncture Provided by Physiotherapy in the Management of Sub-acute 
Post-Operative Pain 

Marinella Vasquez, Sarah Haimes, Angela Robinson,  
Karen Lesiak 

The First Line of Defense:  Decreasing Medical Adhesive Related Skin Tears in the 
ICU 

Janice Williams, Charmaine Arulvarthan, Michelle Mohan, 
Joanne Rodomar 

Facilitating Occupational Engagement Through the Management of Agitated 
Behaviors 

Adassa Wilson, Marta Tamburri, Gerry Ann Nepomuceno, 
Janet Pilgrim, Lakshmi Matmari 

Improving the Patient Experience in General Internal Medicine Units by Managing 
Urinary Incontinence Through an Interprofessional Continence Algorithm-Based 
Pathway 

Susan Wnuk, Chau Du, Anna Wallwork, Jessica Van Exan, 
Katie Warwick, Lynn Tremblay, Sanjeev Sockalingam 

Mindfulness Based Eating Awareness Training (MB-EAT) for Bariatric Surgery 
Patients:  A Feasibility Pilot Study 

Heather Wyers, Joyce Hwang Improving Accuracy in Calculating Estimated Blood Loss Through the Use of a 
Standardized Approach 

 


