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In January 2023, the Palliative Radiation Oncology Program (PROP) at the Princess 

Margaret was re-launched as the Palliative Radiotherapy and Oligometastasis Program. 

In addition to offering rapid access to palliative radiotherapy for painful/symptomatic 

lesions, PROP will comprehensively evaluate patients for locally ablative metastasis-

directed radiotherapy to treat individual metastatic lesions. This technique is known 

as stereotactic body radiation therapy (SBRT) or stereotactic ablative radiotherapy 

(SABR). It is a highly conformal radiation treatment that delivers high doses of 

radiation to the tumour while minimizing dosage to healthy surrounding organs.

The treatment paradigm for patients with limited sites of metastatic cancer (termed 

oligometastasis) is evolving. With advancements in systemic therapy and radiotherapy 

technology, we can use metastasis-directed ablative radiotherapy to eradicate 

individual metastatic lesions in the bone, liver, lung, and brain. Compelling data 

suggest that targeted ablative radiotherapy may delay disease progression and 

improve patient survival.

Moving forward, the PROP team at the Princess Margaret will focus on three key 

themes to advance care in patients with metastatic cancer:

1. Redefine the role of radiation therapy in patients with metastatic cancer 

through innovative technology, personalized treatment, and multi-disciplinary 

collaboration,

2. Improve symptom control and patient-centred care, and

3. Use radiotherapy to prevent future cancer-related symptoms.

Palliative Radiotherapy and Oligometastasis Program (PROP) Team

Example of high-dose, precision

stereotactic body radiation therapy (SBRT)

being delivered to a bone metastasis.
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We have several clinical trials open for patients with metastases. These 

include a non-randomized interventional study testing the efficacy of SBRT 

for patients with breast and genitourinary cancer with oligoprogression 

(NCT04122469). We have another trial open that evaluates SBRT 

outcomes in patients with lung metastasis (NCT01803542). In addition, 

we also have a prospective randomized phase III trial of SBRT in patients 

with oligoprogressive metastatic non-small-cell lung cancer, expected to 

open in 2023.

HOW TO REFER PATIENTS

There are many easy ways to have your patients seen at the 

Princess Margaret’s Radiation Medicine Program. You can fax 

a referral form to:

1. Our Radiation Oncology referral coordinators at:               

(416) 946-4657, or

2. The Princesss Margaret’s New Patient Referral Centre 

at: (416) 946-2900.

Any referral questions can be directed to our referral 

coordinators (listed on page 4). For more information, please 

see our Referal Process Guide.

C. Jillian Tsai MD PhD, Radiation 
Site Group Lead, PROP

Laura Dawson MD,  
Radiation Oncologist

Joanna Javor MRT(T), 
Radiation Therapist

Edward Taylor PhD,  
Medical Physicist

COVER STORY CONTINUED

https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT04122469
https://www.clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT01803542
https://www.uhn.ca/PrincessMargaret/Health_Professionals/Patient_Referral/Documents/DMOH_DRO_New_Patient_Referral_Form.pdf
https://www.uhn.ca/PrincessMargaret/Health_Professionals/Patient_Referral/Documents/Referral_Process_Guide_for_Radiation_Oncology.pdf
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ALREADY USING 
OCEAN EREFERRAL?

Send your next referral to the 

Radiation Medicine Program 

through the Ocean Health Map 

listing.

NOT USING OCEAN 
EREFERRAL YET?

Make the shift today by visiting 

Ontario eServices Program or 

contacting: 

eReferralTorontoregion@uhn.ca

3

The Princess Margaret has launched a new platform for electronic referrals, 

or “eReferral”. This digital solution will offer the option to replace the paper 

or faxed referrals entering UHN from participating community sites. This go-

live represents the first phase of a UHN-wide rollout of eReferral, which aims 

to improve the referral experience for patients, caregivers, referring providers, 

and care teams through enhanced digital communication. UHN and PM will 

continue to accept paper or faxed referrals from health care providers who wish 

to continue with existing referral processes.

With Ocean, referring providers will have a streamlined referral process with clear 

referral pathways and guidelines, as well as notifications and live status updates 

to Ocean-integrated Electronic Medical Record (EMR) systems. Referring health 

care practitioners can request a specific consultant, or the earliest available 

provider. Patients will receive email notifications across the complete referral-to-

appointment scheduling pathway.

OCEAN EREFERRAL   
AT THE PRINCESS MARGARET

https://www.uhn.ca/PrincessMargaret/Health_Professionals/Programs_Departments/RMP/Pages/connexions_newsletter.aspx
mailto:connexions@rmp.uhn.ca
https://ocean.cognisantmd.com/referrals/NewReferral.html?rtRef=medical_oncology_hem28340382
https://ocean.cognisantmd.com/referrals/NewReferral.html?rtRef=medical_oncology_hem28340382
https://eservicesprogramontario.ca/
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We offer three ways to facilitate your requests for consultation:FOR YOUR REFERRALS

BREAST
Coordinator Anila Samji
Tel: 416.946.4501 x3639
Fax: 416.946.4657
anila.samji@rmp.uhn.ca

Leader Dr. Jennifer Croke
Tel: 416.946.2320 
jennifer.croke@rmp.uhn.ca

CNS
Coordinator Melanie Robson
Tel: 416.946.2901
Fax: 416.946.4657
melanie.robson@rmp.uhn.ca

Leader Dr. Barbara-Ann Millar
Tel: 416.946.6513
barbara-ann.millar@rmp.uhn.ca

ENDOCRINE
Coordinator Sheryll Vergara
Tel: 416.946.2130
Fax: 416.946.4657
sheryll.vergara@rmp.uhn.ca

Leader Dr. Jelena Lukovic
Tel: 416.946.4483
jelena.lukovic@rmp.uhn.ca

EYE
Coordinator Sheryll Vergara
Tel: 416.946.2130
Fax: 416.946.4657
sheryll.vergara@rmp.uhn.ca

Leader Dr. Normand Laperriere
Tel: 416.946.2919
normand.laperriere@rmp.uhn.ca

GASTROINTESTINAL
Coordinator Yasmine Lapps
Tel: 416.946.2902
Fax: 416.946.4657
yasmine.lapps@uhn.ca

Leader Dr. Ali Hosni
Tel: 416.946.2124
ali.hosni.abdalaty@rmp.uhn.ca

GENITOURINARY
Coordinator Anila Samji
Tel: 416.946.4501 x3639
Fax: 416.946.4657
anila.samji@rmp.uhn.ca

Leader Dr. Peter Chung 
Tel: 416.946.2126
peter.chung@rmp.uhn.ca

GYNECOLOGICAL
Coordinator Anila Samji
Tel: 416.946.4501 x3639
Fax: 416.946.4657
anila.samji@rmp.uhn.ca

Leader Dr. Kathy Han
Tel: 416.946.6522
kathy.han@rmp.uhn.ca

HEAD AND NECK
Coordinator Yasmine Lapps
Tel: 416.946.2902
Fax: 416.946.4657
yasmine.lapps@uhn.ca

Leader Dr. John Waldron
Tel: 416.946.6522
john.waldron@rmp.uhn.ca

LUNG
Coordinator Melanie Robson
Tel: 416.946.2901
Fax: 416.946.4657
melanie.robson@rmp.uhn.ca

Leader Dr. Alex Sun
Tel: 416.946.2126
alex.sun@rmp.uhn.ca

LYMPHOMA
Coordinator Yasmine Lapps
Tel: 416.946.2902
Fax: 416.946.4657
yasmine.lapps@uhn.ca

Leader Dr. Richard Tsang
Tel: 416.946.2182
richard.tsang@rmp.uhn.ca

MULTI-DISCIPLINARY 
BRAIN METS CLINIC
Coordinator Melanie Robson
Tel: 416.946.2901
Fax: 416.946.4657
brainmetsclinic@rmp.uhn.ca

Leader Dr. David Shultz
Tel: 416.946.2121
david.shultz@rmp.uhn.ca

PEDIATRICS
Coordinator Sheryll Vergara
Tel: 416.946.2130
Fax: 416.946.4657
sheryll.vergara@rmp.uhn.ca

Leader Dr. David Hodgson
Tel: 416.946.2121
david.hodgson@rmp.uhn.ca

QUICKSTART BREAST 
PROGRAM
Coordinator Anila Samji
Tel: 416.946.4501 x3639
Fax: 416.946.4657
anila.samji@rmp.uhn.ca

Leader Dr. Jennifer Croke
Tel: 416.946.2320 
jennifer.croke@rmp.uhn.ca

SARCOMA
Coordinator Sheryll Vergara
Tel: 416.946.2130
Fax: 416.946.4657
sheryll.vergara@rmp.uhn.ca

Leader Dr. Charles Catton
Tel: 416.946.4580
charles.catton@rmp.uhn.ca

SKIN
Coordinator Yasmine Lapps
Tel: 416.946.2902
Fax: 416.946.4657
yasmine.lapps@uhn.ca

Leader Dr. Alex Sun
Tel: 416.946.2126
alex.sun@rmp.uhn.ca

ConneXions can be found online at www.radiationatpm.com. Contact us or join our mailing list at connexions@rmp.uhn.ca. 
Please be advised that communication via e-mail is not absolutely secure. Please do not communicate sensitive personal information via e-mail.

1.  Site Group Coordinators 
Site group coordinators serve as a liaison for 
referring physicians, radiation oncologists and 
the Princess Margaret Patient Referral Centre.

Direct palliative radiation referral patients to our PROP 
coordinator. Within 24 hours, you will be contacted with 
an appointment. Patients will be seen within a few days. 
PROPreferrals@rmp.uhn.ca

2.  Princess Margaret New 
Patient Referral Centre 
Tel: 416.946.4575 
Fax: 416.946.2900

3.  Direct to Specific Radiation 
Oncologists 
Referrals to specific radiation oncologists 
should be directed to site group coordinators.

Emergencies Between 8AM – 4PM Only: For 
patients requiring same day consultations (e.g. spinal 
cord compression), please contact our Palliative Radiation 
Oncology referral coordinator (416.946.2901) who will 
identify the radiation oncologist that is best able to respond 
to your requests.

After-Hour Requests: 
Please page the radiation oncologist on call through the 
switchboard at 416.946.2000.

Coordinator Melanie Robson
Tel: 416.946.2901 
Fax: 416.946.4657
melanie.robson@rmp.uhn.ca

Leader Dr. C. Jillian Tsai
Tel: 416.946.2124
jillian.tsai@rmp.uhn.ca
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